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Architectural and Technological Highlights

BUILDING 5 INFORMATION CENTER

Constructed dunng the War of 1812,
this Fedaral-style building served as the
yard's storehouse, From the 19305 undil
1974 it housad the officar's club, massa,
and unmarmied officer's quarters. Today,
ihe building serves a5 an information
canter and lemporary exhibil gallery
Hara, National Park Service rangers ane
on stafl to give you information about
ranger-led walks of the navy yard, lours
of the Wordd War Il destroyer, US3
Cas=m Young, or show you a len
minule slide program on the history of
Ihe Charfastiown MNawvy Yard

DRY DOCK | COMPLEX

Dry Dock |, enginesred by Loammi
Baldwin and built of local granite, served
the largast warships than buill by the
LS. Navy. USS Conslifulion was the
firs! vessel to use this dry dock afler is
compdetion in 1833, Thea dock ravalu-
finizad ship repair for the Amercan
Mavy by allowang warships’ hults to be
maintained and repaired quickly. The
adiacent structure, Buliding 22, now the
US55 Constitution Museum, housed the
steam-powared pumps which drained
the dry dock

MARINE BARRACKS

The Marine Barachks housed the
marines, tha land force of tha LLS
MNavy, assigned to prolect the navy yard
Begun in 1810, the structurs was rarsad
fo its present haeight of tour stories by
1912, The building's interor has beaen
altered over the years adding a galley,
mess hall, barber shop, and a pisiol
range in the basamen
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COMMANDANT'S HOUSE

The oldest building i the yard, (s
elegant mansion, completed in 1805,
was tha home of commandants of the
navy yard amnd the First Naval District. R
sarved as both a private home and a
place for official enlerdainment. Dinnars
and receplions for dignitaries included
15¢h century galas for bwo presidents,
emphasizing he high social slatus of
the commandant. Open seasonally, ask
at the Visstor Information Canter lor four
information. Fres,




ROPEWALK

This 1/4-mile-long building housed the
Mavy's ropawalk which was established fo
ensura consistently high quality rope for
Amarica’s warships. Designed by Alexan-
der Parris, and constructed batwean 1834
and 1837, this factory used the latest
steam-powered machinery which largely
replaced manual ropemaking lechniques.

MUSTER HOUSE

This urigus octagonal brick bualding
designed and constructed in the Geor-
gian Revival style was bullt by Josaph
Billings. Finished in 1854 the space
was used for draltsmen and clerks and
as a place for taking roll of employees
In 1820 the first navy yard telephone
switchboard was located hera,

THE NAVY YARD TODAY

When the Charestown Mavy Yard closed
in 1974 after nearly 175 years of sarving
the fleat, 30 acres became par of Baston
Mational Historical Park. The yard is the
parmanant berthing place for two historic
naval vessals, USS Conshifuion and LSS
Cassin Young. MNational Park rangers and
valureers ofler guided tours of the yard
The lormer Paint Shop, Building 125,
houses exhibits on the yard's history, For
opaning hours and lowr schedules, pleass
check with the Visitor Information Centar,
Building 5, or call {617) 242-5601

THE FORGE SHOP

Compleled in 1205 this brick-veneer on
sleel frame building housed the navy
yard blacksmith and forge shop whana
laborars worked iren and steal used lor
ship repalr and construction. n the
1920s and 19305, forge shop workers
invenied and perected the manulaciure
of die-lock chain, the sirongest chain
evar oroduced
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